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| PST CONCLUSIONS 


| ‘iumerous blue lichts appeared to close on 

observing aircraft. Another pilot confirmed 
| she observation by reporting two KC-97 
aircraft over Santa Ana at the time of 
| sighting and stated that this particular | 
| type aircraft was equipped with a consider 
| able number of blue formation lights. 
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"wo observers, on n/ c commander an? a pilot of B-29 air-wefueling a/c, ¢leat obd- 
gervyed the object while flying on ® heading cof TR) 379 deg. The vbjects apveared as a 
Poremation of lights ap mroaching the af c from ao WS direction, 720 lights avyrosched «ka 
af: whta such @ rela vate of closure that the a/c sormander.cterted a tuen to the leg tc. 
suddenly the lignts and appeared to hold the same posltion inomentarily oad then sie a 
Bligat rise ond disappeared. The lichts zppesred in o lightly beat V formetion ond were 
blue in color. During the interval in which they were observed, the lichtsa changed 
fvor a banked to a level position, stopped ond DSanked amy tincdiately before disap- 
pearing. No sound was heard. The tine of the stehting was 1927 PST with the lichts 
remaining in view for aprerexinately 5 seconds thereafter, ‘the nfe ian which they vers 
Flying was on a heading of 330 deg ond vas over Santa Ana, Collfornia. ‘The chjects 
Were observed at 230 ofclock or I of the a/c. These objects nrmeared to be on a 
pane 
2 Lect with tre afe which ws flying at 16,500". The speed of the obfects or their 
distance from the observers could not be ascertained, The weather conditicns at ih 
/ tine of stgntiag were clear sky, the radar winds for the nesiticn were 227 €eg:‘at , 


12 imotsa. The afe comuander wpon first sighting initiated a le?t turn in an clfort to 


get out of the line of flight of the objects. As both were fomiliar with the reflection . 


characteristics of the B-29 cockpit, these were checked to insure the Licnts were not 
& growmd reflection within the cockpit. ‘There were no other a/s observed in the ta: 


Clate vicinity end none were reported by Air Traffic Control and itvary FPilcht 
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were in the immediate vicinity ond 1 particular a/e was equipped vith a wwaede of blue 


Liga’ formation lights and the cbjeet was definitely that a/c. 
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REPORTED BY LT L BD BRANDT PILOT OF AF G65c6 
FOLLGYING COMFIRMATICN CF SIGHTING CAM 

PILOT OCF AF &983 REPORTED TYO KC S97 TY?7E 
ATPCRAFT OVER SANTA ANA AT TIME OF SIGHTING 

AND STATED THIS PARTICULAR ALPCRAST FQUIPPFD 
WIT? CONSIDERABLE NUMBER BLUE FORMATION LIGHTS . 
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At 1027, 6ST, 9 January 


oSservad unidentified flying 


4 ‘ i 1iSation 
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Castle A} Base, valifornia 9 o 
to Pesoristion of Objects the obsurvers, aircraft Cowmndsr ond pilot of a %-29 
Lir tiefueliag Sircralt, Tirst oe a tho objects while flying o headin of 
GorPOese Ae ODFIGTS RppRared | a formtion of lients azoreachi; thea aireraTt from 
4 norty mao teriy direction. whe “hph th a>. roacned tne aircraft ft) suokh nan rasta rete 
of closure that tha airecrelt commandor satorted «a turn to tho left: suddenly the Lliehka 
Stos900 and apo9ared to hAoid the sam position momentarily ond tion cade a slisht rive 
ind disap gsared., iha lizhts aysoared in a slizntly bent ¥ formation end were blue ina 
color, uring the interval in which they wore observed tha lichta chansed from 9» dank 
to a lovel posttion, stoppod, and banked sway imeadiately bofore disasjaaring. “No 
Seurn le et asd . 
ae Airset ol a las ee oh e& abous Lue? . wl» with & Licnta i PALM Atte AP > os 
for Gyproxisately Pivs (5) sosonds thareafcor,. 
Se cenver of Vosarvation; Cuservation “as mada visually frou the cockpit of an 
orna seLt tyose airerart; no osticrl or a Nh Sapionens nag utilised, Initial 
absyntton was drawn by sicnt only as these ob fects toparently were silant Tye Aare 
craft Conmaucer end comni4lnt wore tha only crow monbers to viow thea objects. 
£4, Loeation: Tho observers woro sirborne at the tiva of the sirchtir ce 2 - 
crais in wWiiesn thay vara Poyins WAS on a he Maine GF: oOoU Srreas ond vs ower ry ime Ws 
valifornita (eo DOr ate 9e4$4—11752 ids The ob jacts ware oosarrved 2% 2:29 oteloack or (rth. 
oast of tha aireraft. Those ob foots appeared to ba on & glone with the aircraft, which 
wad Clying at an altitude of 16,609 foot. The spead of tho objects cor their distance 
fron the observers could not be ascor ital. Mh 
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5, Ubservera: ay 
OB. st Lt. LOSSLL DB. BRANDT, UsAP, Afreraft Comancar (1240) asstznad to a 
combat crow of the Ofd Air Nefielings oquadron, Yd Borbardawnt nine ('), Castle Air 
Forces Lase, California. -9 has basen on Plyiag status three tnd one hal? yssrsa; further, 


he has not previously odservad unidentified objects. 
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Grow &S Lt. Brandt. it. Loveless haa wwoon or flyine status for two and ons half yoars 
and hus bgen assimmad to the iid air Refusline Squadron, ‘Sd Yonbardasnt iiing ftp 


Castle Age forces Nase, California, for throes months, <2 rogorts that thia is ths first 
tine be haa sichtead flying objects. 
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tuo tive, looxtion, and altitude of tha objscts. 
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At. 1927 (factfile Standard Time), 9 January 1953 over the city of 
Santa Ana, California, on a heading of 330° my co-pllot, it. Unarles oc. 
loveless, called my attention to a formation of liszhts anoroaching tha 
alreraft from a position of 02:50 O'alock level. Tho lights avproachsd 
at a very rapld rate of closure and 1 imiediately offacted a turn to the 
Lefte The lights stopped and appeared to hold the same vosition nonene 
tarily and then made a sLlisht rise and disappeared. Ths total time of 
Sigatins was anporoxinately 5 sssonds. I lnmedliately called Los Ansalesa 
radio and informed them of time, altitudes and posttion of the objeaoss. 
The weather was clear in the vicinity at the tinue of the sighting. As 
both pilots were familiar with the raflection characteristics of the 
Be29 cockolt, these were checked to insure 1t was not a ground reflece 
tion within the cockoite There was no alroraft in the iumedilate yvici- 


RN SN Ot eg rere Se teen 
nity and none was reported by Air Traffic Control and liilitary Plight 


to = w, ——— il “et? : — _—— = 2S eS Se Se ee Ee ee Se ee eS =e ee eee ets 
= = 


vervieos. The lights seemed to appear in a slightly bent V formation 


and were blua in color. The formation appeared to change from a bank 
to a level position then stopned and banked away just before disappsar- 
inge The radar winds for thse position were 2279/12 knotse My coe-pilos 
and myself were the only members of the crew to view the ilshts. cur 
altitude was 16,500 feet. 

{I further state that I am an Alroraft Commander (12340) assigned 
to a combat crawof the 93d Air Refueling Squadron,, 93d Bomb wing (i), 
Castle AYS, California. I have been on flying status 3% years. I en- 


close a drawing of the appearance oF tae odjsecta. 
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i have coneurred with It. Reand’ in the presarabion of hig 
sontesent in connection with sighting flying objects (lients) o 
? donuary 1953, over Santa Ana, California. . ta 0 romlb of thie 
coneurting I fool his report 19 complete oad acewate snd I can 
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The new sightings looked im-. 
portant..The first report was dat- 
ed January 9, 1953. Early that eve- 
ning, a B-29 bomber, with Capt. 
George Madden at the controls, 
was flying over California on a 
routine mission, Lt. Frank Briggs, 
the co-pilot, had the right-hand 
seat. (As in all these official cases, 
witnesses’ names have been» 
changed.) 

It was a clear night. They could 
see Santa Ana, some 16,000 feet | 
' below. Except for the B-29, the. 
sky seemed to be empty. Captain 
Madden was checking his instru- 
ments when a flush of blue sud- 
denly caught Briggs’ eye. Fle stared 
out to the right. Coming toward 
them, at fantastic speed, was a V- 
formation of blue-lighted objects. 

Briggs gave a shout of warning. 
_ Madden took one look, hurriedly 
swerved to the left. For a spiit 
second, the strange craft seemed 
to hold their speed. Then they’ 
abruptly slowed down, the V-for- 
mation twisting as if a few of the | 
machines had overshot. Banking | 
away, they slanted upward and. 
vanished. 

‘Though Madden knew of no 
supersonic test plane that could 
make such speed, he cut in hus 
mike and called air-traffie control. 
The answer came back: No experi- 
mental aircraft—no planes of any 
kind — were known to be in the — 
area. 
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